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Fuirena tuwensis Deshpande & Shah 

Figs* 1-4: 1* Entire plant (Nat. size). 2. Dissected flower 
(X 42)* 3. A petaloid scale with two hypogvnous bristles 

(X 42). 4. A glume (x 42). 


cuspidate. Glumes 2-3 mm long, obavate or cym- 
biform, membranous, spotted brown, pubescent in 
upper half on back and with ciliate upper margins, 
strongly 3-nerved, nerves uniting into a strong, more 
or less hispidulous mucro. Hypogynous scales 3, £ 
1.5 mm long, petaloid, battledore-shaped, glabrous, 
clawed, obtuse at apex, subhastate at base; hypo¬ 
gynous bristles 3, shorter than the scales, cylindrical, 
scabrid. Stamens 3; filaments longer than the 
scales. Nut ±1.5 mm long, trigonus with acute 
angles, smooth, shortly beaked ; stigmas 3, shorter 
than style, hairy. 

Occasional among grasses growing in association 
of Cyperns diffortnis L. and Fuirena ciliaris (L.) 
Roxb. in moist ground along margins of ditches by 
the road sides. The type, Deshpande 1726, was col¬ 
lected from Tuwa, Eastern Gujarat on 23.10.1966. 
It is kept in the herbarium of Sardar Patel Univer¬ 
sity, Vallabh Vidyanagar. This species differs from 
other Fuirefna sp. in having peculiar hypogynous 
scales. 
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NOTES ON THE OCCURRENCE OF CLERODENDRUM PANICULATUM LINN. 
AND TRIAS STOCKSII BENTH. EX HOOK. F. IN SOUTH INDIA 


In the course of botanical exploration of Peermade 
hills, Kottayam District, Kerala State during 1964- 
65, Clerodendrum paniculatum (Verbenaceae) and 
Trias siocksU (Orchidaceae) were collected. There 
is no record of the occurrence of the former in 
South India and the latter has not been reported 
by Gamble in his Flora of the Presidency of 
Madras . The determination of the two species was 
confirmed in the Central National Herbarium, 
Calcutta (CAL) and the specimens are deposited in 
the Herbarium of the Botanical Survey of India, 
Southern Circle, Coimbatore (MH). 

Clerodendrum paniculatum Linn. Mant. 1 : 90, 

1767; C. B. Cl. in Hook. f. FI. Brit. India 4: 593, 


1885; Brand. Ind. Trees 508, 1921. 

Shrub 1-2 m. Leaves opposite, ovate, 3-5 lobed, 
cordate at base, margins denticulate, sparsely hairy 
above, glabrous beneath with many prominent 
round glands; petioles connected by a dense ring 
of hairs. Cymes in terminal panicles, lax, pyra-. 
midal, red, leafy below. Bracteoles linear. Calyx 
divided nearly to the base; teeth narrowly oblong. 
Corolla red, pubescent; tube slender. Stamens 
long, exserted. Drupe not seen. 

Among the species of Clerodendrum (Burm. ex) 
Linn, reported from South India this comes near 
to C. petasites (Lour.) A. Meeuse (C. viscosum 
Vent.) but differs from it in having leaves ovate, 
3-5 lobed with prominent round glands beneath ; 
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petioles connected by a dense, ring of hairs and in 
having red flowers. 

This plant is distributed in Andaman and Nico¬ 
bar Islands, Burma, China, Cochin China, Formosa, 
Java, Malaya and Siam. In India it has not been 
reported so far in any of the floras. However, a 
collection by J. W. Heifer (217) made in 1836-38 
from Bengal, around Calcutta is deposited in the 
Central National. Herbarium, Calcutta. The present 
collection was made near the plantations in Peer- 
made hills. 

Herbarium specimens examined: Vandiperiyar, 
Peermade, 1000 m, 22-9-1964, Vivekananthan 20380; 
Pulluparai to Peruvanthanam, Peermade, 525 m, 
22-5-1965, Vivekananthan 23970; Kutiyadi submer¬ 
gible area, Kozhikode, 190 m, 28-6-1965, Naithani 
24684. 

Trias stocksii Benth. ex Hook. f. FI. Brit. India 5: 

781, 1890; Gammie in Jourti. Bombay Nat. Hist. 

Soc. 17: 34, 1906; Cooke, FI. Pres. Bombay 3: 

687, 1907; Blatt & McCann in Journ. Bombay 

Nat. Hist. Soc. 35: 267, 1931 ; Sant. & Kapadia 

Ibid. 59: 393, 1962. 

Epiphytic herb on tree trunks. Rhizomes creeping. 
Pseudobulbs globosely ovoid, dark olive green or 
brownish purple with faint grooves. Leaves solitary, 
coriaceous, erect or deflexed, elliptic, entire, acute 
or obtuse at tip, i-nerved. Scape i-flowered with 
two membranous sheaths. Flowers pedicellate, yel¬ 
lowish green with maroon spots inside, all floral 
parts thick and coriaceous. Sepals suhequal, ovate, 
obtuse, mucronulate, entire, glabrous, 7-nerved. 


Petals linear, oblong, acute, entire, gland-dotted, 
i-nerved. Lip mobile, oblong, tuberculate on ,the 
upper surface, with two minute auricles on the 
sides. Capsules ovoid-orbicular. 

This genus, which has not been reported by Fis¬ 
cher in Gamble’s Flora of the Presidency of Madras, 
comes near to Bulbophyllum Thou., but differs in 
having short pseudobulbs and leaves; scape always 
1-flowered; and anther with a long horn. 

The distribution of this species as given in 
Hooker's Flora of British India is Deccan Peninsula 
in Canara and North and South Concan. In their 
‘Critical notes on the Orchidaceae of Bombay State’ 
Santapau and Kapadia state it is “apparently ende¬ 
mic in N. Kanara and the Konkan parts of Bombay 
State.” The occurrence of this plant at the Southern 
region of Western Ghats thus indicates a more 
southern distribution than what has hitherto been 
known. 

Herbarium specimen examined: Kuttikanam, 
Peermade, 1000 m, 21-1-1965, Vivekananthan 22934. 
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NOTES ON THE GENUS SPOROXEIA W. W. SMITH (FAMILY: MELASTOMATACEAE) 

AND A NEW RECORD FOR VIETNAM 


Sporoxeia W. W. Smith in Notes Roy. Bot. Gard. 

Edin. 10: 69, 1917 ; Diels in Engl., Bot. Jahrb. 65: 

100, 1932. 

W. W. Smith (1917, l-c.) established the genus 
Sporoxeia on the basis of S. sciadophila W. W. 
Smith typified by Kingdon Ward 1775 from Upper 
Bu rma. The name Sporoxeia is derived from Greek, 
‘sporos’ =.. seed and 'oxys’ =: sharp, in allusion to 
the pointed seeds. 

•The genus Sporoxeia has axillary subsessile or 
shortly pedunculate inflorescence, minutely glandu- 
lose. punctate .leaves and inflorescence, and dorsally 


spurred and ventrally biauriculate or bituberculate 
eight stamens. In the original description of the 
genus, it is mentioned that the ovary is concrescent 
with the calyx tube by four septa. On careful 
scrutiny it is seen that there are eight extra-ovarial 
chambers. In S. sciadophila there is a great varia¬ 
tion in the shape of the leaves which vary from 
orbicular to ovate and the apices range from acu¬ 
minate to rounded. Diels (1932, l.c.) in his generic 
key to the Tribe Oxysporeae wrongly mentioned 
the number’of stamens as four for the -genus 
■Sporoxeia. ■ 



